
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

FINISHED SURFACE
• Joints and visible fixings filled 
   with compound
• Tape on joints with compound 
• All excess mud removed

FINISHED SURFACE
• Mud on top of the Q1 finishing
• Seamless transition from the joint area 
  to the board surface
• Sanding afterwards

FINISHED SURFACE
• Wider layer of finish on top of 
  the Q2 finishing
• Full surface pore filling
• Sanding afterwards

FINISHED SURFACE
• Minimum 1 mm skim coat on top 
  of the Q2 finishing
• Full surface skim coat

TOP DECORATION
• Functional applications
• Tiles, plates or thick plastering

TOP DECORATION
• Structured wallpaper and paint
• Coats manually applied with lambskin
  or structured roller
• Top coats > 1 mm particle size

TOP DECORATION
• Fine structured wall coverings and paints
• Top coats < 1 mm particle size

TOP DECORATION
• Smooth or glossy wall coverings
• Paint or varnish
• Stucco marble

NO DECORATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

MINIMAL SURFACE SMOOTHNESS

HIGH VISUAL SURFACE REQUIREMENTS

THE HIGHEST DECORATIVE STANDARDS

WHAT MANUAL TO AUTOMATIC TOOLS
ARE USEFUL FOR THE Q-LEVELS

OF DRYWALL FINISHING?
The European Q-classification, ’Q’ stands for quality, helps you determine the right finishing 

level of a drywall surface. Depending on the desired Q-level, you need specific tools. 
Let’s look into the 4 Q-levels and what tools are useful for manual and automated finishing.

The 4 Q-levels
in drywall finishing

Manual to Automatic 
drywall finishing tools and applications

DISCOVER OUR SOLUTIONS ON
WWW.GRACO.COM/DRYWALL

Graco offers robust tools for both manual and
(semi-)automatic drywall finishing, for all Q-levels.

Drywall finishing
Your skills

Our solutions
Smooth job

P R O S U R FA C E B L A D E S 
A N D K N I V E S

Knives and smoothing blades for manual 
finishing. Discover our toolset with high 

quality joint knives, smoothing blades, and 
extension poles to help you get the job done.

P R O S U R FA C E B L A D E S

Smoothing blades for manual finishing. Discover our toolset 
with high quality smoothing blades and extension poles to 

help you get the job done.

H D 3-I N-1™ S P R AY E R S

The original 3-in-1 airless sprayers for fast and efficient 
finishing of any full surface. Apply that skim coat full 

surface layer in the blink of an eye.

P O W E R F I L L™ P U M P

The industry’s first battery-powered 
loading pump. Fills all your manual and 

automatic taping and finishing tools more 
easily. Save time, reduce fatigue, and 

increase your efficiency.

C O N T I N U O U S F LO W 
S Y S T E M

A Continuous Flow System boosts your 
productivity by 75%. It is a great next step 
to work faster and finish larger surfaces 

while minimizing physical effort.

A U TO M AT I C

A U TO M AT I C

S E M I-A U TO M AT I CM A N UA L

M A N UA L

OUR SOLUTIONS FOR 
Q1 AND Q2 FINISHING

OUR SOLUTIONS FOR 
Q3 AND Q4 FINISHING

Q1 Q2

Q3 Q4


